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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

MARKET  RASEN  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Nettleship  and  Gentlemen, 

I  wish  to  submit  herewith  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1954. 

The  year  was  notable  in  that  there  was  only  one  noti¬ 
fication  of  infectious  disease.  The  complete  absence  of  all 
the  commoner  infectious  diseases  was  very  satisfactory. 

One  half  of  all  deaths  recorded  were  again  comprised  by 
the  various  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system. 

The  total  number  of  births  were  virtually  level  with  a 
decrease  in  both  cases  from  the  high  figures  recorded  for 
1953. 

The  general  health  of  the  community,  as  exemplified, 
in  particular,  by  that  of  the  schoolchildren,  remained 
fairly  good. 

While  the  population  of  the  Urban  District  has  remained 
practically  stationary  since  1921  the  number  of  new  houses 
has  led  to  over  one  seventh  of  the  people  being  rehoused. 
Improvements  and  repairs  are  still  overdue  in  a  large 
number  of  the  older  premises. 

The  position  as  regards  the  water  supply  was  consider¬ 
ably  improved  during  the  year.  The  conversion  to  water 
closets  progresses  slowly  and  continues  to  ease  the  work  of 
night  soil  collection. 

During  the  year  the  illness  and  eventual  retirement  of 
Mr.  J.  Potts  tended  to  disrupt  the  work  of  his  department. 

With  the  appointment  of  Mr.  C.  King  as  Temporary 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  August  it  was  possible  to  carry  on  the 
inspection  of  meat  and  also  to  cover  the  other  duties  of  a 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  him  for  the  capable  way  he  took 
over  this  work  at  short  notice. 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  you,  Sir,  and  to  the 
Members  of  your  Committee  for  the  co-operation  I  have 
received  in  the  performance  of  my  duties. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  J.  R.  MECREDY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Land  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  972  acres 

Water  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4  acres 

Population  (Census  1921)  ..  ..  ..  2178 

Population  (Census  1931)  ..  ..  ..  2048 

Population  (Census  1951)  . .  ..  ..  2133 

Population  (Estimated  1954)  . .  . .  2140 

Habitable  houses  (Census  1931)  ..  ..  611 

Habitable  Houses  (Census  1954)  . .  .  .  791 


The  rateable  value  of  the  Urban  District  on  the  1st 
April  1954  was  £12,593  and  the  product  of  the  penny  rate 
was  £49  /ll/lT37d.  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1954. 

Over  the  period  of  years  covered  above  there  has  been 
little  change  in  the  population  of  the  town  itself  but  the 
surrounding  parishes  have  benefited  by  spreading  of  the 
suburban  area  into  them. 

New  houses  built  since  1945  total  116  while  during  the 
same  period  20  houses  have  been  closed. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

There  have  been  no  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  over  the  last  two  years. 

Births  and  deaths  both  show  a  decrease  from  the 
previous  years  and  are  practically  equal. 

This  is  in  agreement  with  the  very  low  "  comparability 
factor  ”  given  for  deaths  by  the  Registrar-General  which 
indicates  that  the  population  contains  a  proportionately 
large  number  of  ageing  persons. 

The  actual  number  of  births  and  deaths  recorded 
corresponds  closely  to  the  average  for  the  last  24  years. 

Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1954. 


Total  live  births 

31 

Illegitimate  births 

Nil 

Birth  rate  per  1 ,000  esti¬ 
mated  resident  popu¬ 
lation  (Corrected)  . . 

15-8 

For  England  and  Wales  15*4 

Total  deaths 

33 

Death  rate  per  100  esti¬ 
mated  population 
(Corrected) 

9-8 

For  England  and  Wales  11*5 

Deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age 

Nil 

Deaths  from  puerperal 
causes 

Nil 

Stillbirths 

Nil 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

Salmonella  typhi-murium  one  case.  This  case  due  to  a 
food  poisoning  organism,  actually  occurred  outside  the 
Urban  District. 

Apart  from  this  there  were  no  notifications  of  any  other 
infectious  diseases.  The  complete  absence  of  both  measles 
and  whooping  cough  is  rather  unusual. 

36  children  were  immunised  against  Dipthheria,  and 
45  children  received  a  booster  dose. 

5  children  received  a  joint  immunisation  against 
Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough. 

14  children  were  vaccinated  (against  Smallpox),  and  2 
children  were  revaccinated. 

HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  OF  SCHOOLCHILDREN. 

131  children  were  treated  at  the  School  Clinic  at  Market 
Rasen  for  various  conditions. 

Debility,  poor  nutrition,  bronchitis  and  anaemia  formed 
the  major  part  of  the  defects  treated. 

Only  two  cases  of  impetigo  were  treated. 

No  other  infectious  or  contagious  diseases  were  noted. 

In  the  schools  it  was  noted  that  the  percentage  of 
children  with  perfect  sets  of  teeth  was  tending  to  drop  from 
year  to  year.  The  majority  of  the  deformities  of  the  feet 
seen  were  probably  preventable.  It  was  obvious  that  in¬ 
sufficient  care  is  being  taken  in  providing  suitable  shoes  for 
many  children. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS. 

Males  Females 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

Nil 

Nil 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms 

Nil 

Nil 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

Nil 

Nil 

4. 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

Nil 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

Nil 

Nil 

6. 

Meningoccocal  infections 

Nil 

Nil 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Nil 

Nil 

8. 

Measles 

Nil 

Nil 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

Nil 

Nil 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

Nil 

Nil 

11. 

‘  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  bronchus 

1 

Nil 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

— 

1 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

Nil 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  lymphatic  neo¬ 

plasms 

2 

2 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

Nil 

Nil 

16. 

Diabetes  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

3 

3 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  Angina 

1 

9 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Nil 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

1 

4 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Nil 

Nil 

22. 

Influenza 

Nil 

Nil 

23. 

Pneumonia 

Nil 

Nil 

24. 

Bronchitis 

Nil 

2 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

26. 

Ulcers  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

Nil 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

Nil 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Nil 

Nil 

29. 

Hyperplasis  of  prostate 

1 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

Nil 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

Nil 

Nil 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

4 

3 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

Nil 

Nil 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

Nil 

Nil 

35. 

Suicide 

Nil 

Nil 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  War 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  Deaths 

15 

18 

It  should  be  noted  that  16  of  the  33  deaths  recorded 
were  from  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  while 
6  deaths  were  recorded  from  malignant  diseases. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 
THE  AREA. 

1.  Mental  Illness. 

Treatment  is  arranged  in  conjunction  with  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  Supervision  and  after  care  is  carried  out 
by  specially  trained  workers  employed  by  the  County 
Council. 

Mental  Defectives. 

The  County  Council  through  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  makes  arrangements  for  the  institutional  care  of 
mental  defectives. 

The  County  Council  remains  responsible  for  the  care 
and  supervision  of  mentally  defectives  in  their  own  homes. 
This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors. 


2.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

These  are  provided  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
8,  St.  Anne’s  Road,  Lincoln,  and  at  Grimsby  and  District 
Hospital.  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin,  Antityphoid  Serum  and 
Scarlet  Fever  Streptococcus  Anti-toxin  can  be  supplied 
from  the  above  Laboratories. 

3.  Ambulance  Facilities,  Under  National  Fire  Service 

An  ambulance  can  be  obtained  either  through  the 
patient’s  Doctor  or  Nurse,  or  in  the  event  of  emergency  by 
asking  the  Telephone  Operator  for  the  Ambulance  Station. 

SUMMARY  (for  reference)  OF  NURSING  ARRANGE¬ 
MENTS,  HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER  INSTI¬ 
TUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

All  District  Nurses  now  come  under  the  authority  of 
the  Lindsey  County  Council. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Treatment  and  after  care  of  tubercular  cases  now 
comes  under  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Nearest  clinic 
is  at  Lincoln.  School  Clinics  remain  under  the  charge  of  the 
Lindsey  County  Council. 

School  Clinic  Market  Rasen. 

Every  Tuesday  10  a.m.  —  12  a.m. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

2  p.m.  every  fourth  Tuesday  in  month. 

Dental  Clinic. 

At  Market  Rasen  for  mothers  and  children. 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

Administered  by  the  Lindsey  County  Council. 

Health  Visitors. 

The  duties  of  the  above  are  performed  through  the 
Lindsey  County  Council. 

Infant  Life  Protection. 

The  duties  of  the  above  are  performed  through  the 
Lindsey  County  Council. 

Registration  of  Nursing  Homes  is  controlled  by  the 
Lindsey  County  Council. 

Home  Help  Services. 

Full-time  and  part-time  home  helps  are  now  available 
in  the  District,  arranged  for  by  the  Lindsey  County  Council. 


HOUSING. 


6  new  Council  Houses  were  completed  during  1954  which 
brings  the  number  now  occupied  on  the  Wold  View  Estate 
up  to  112. 

Two  privately  built  houses  were  added  during  the  year 
making  the  total  of  privately  owned  houses  completed 
since  1945  up  to  28. 

As  I  have  pointed  out  earlier  in  this  report  one  of  the 
reasons  for  the  relatively  slow  growth  of  private  housing 
in  the  Urban  District  is  the  progressive  development  along 
the  roads  leading  in  to  Market  Rasen. 

20  houses  have  been  closed  in  the  Urban  District  since 
1945.  As  126  new  houses  have  become  available  during 
this  period  this  leaves  the  District  with  a  credit  balance  of 
106  houses. 

This  has  obviously  resulted  in  a  considerable  decrease 
in  the  amount  of  overcrowding  which  existed  in  1945.  One 
seventh  of  the  population  has  been  rehoused. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

There  are  now  514  houses  supplied  with  water  indoors 
while  277  are  still  dependent  upon  standpipes.  The  installa¬ 
tion  of  a  new  6"  main  from  Tealby  to  Market  Rasen  has  now 
resulted  in  a  better  supply  to  all  premises  with  increased 
pressure  for  fire  fighting.  The  coming  construction  of  a 
reservoir  at  Hamilton  Hill  will  further  ensure  an  adequate 
supply  of  water  at  all  times. 


SANITATION  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Eight  conversions  from  pail  to  W.C’s.  were  made  during 
the  year.  The  number  of  premises  with  W.C’s.  now  numbers 
640  while  151  premises  are  still  dependant  on  the  primitive 
pail  or  vault  closet. 

There  are  38  houses  with  vault  privies  and  113  with 
pails.  Night  soil  collection  remains  a  steady  charge  to  the 
Urban  District. 

Improvements  to  the  Sewage  Works  at  Middle  Rasen 
have  led  to  its  better  operation. 

An  extension  to  the  sewage  system  in  the  Legsby  Road 
will  have  to  be  considered  in  the  future  if  housing  develop¬ 
ment  is  to  proceed  in  this  direction. 


MARKET  RASEN  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
ANNUAL  REOPRT 


Surveyor’s  and  Health  Dept., 
3  Mill  Street, 

Market  Rasen. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  respectfully  submit  my  report  of  work  done  in  this 
department  for  the  period  6th  August  to  31st  December, 
1954,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  to  tender  my  sincere 
thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council,  and 
the  Officials  for  their  great  help  and  consideration  during 
the  period  of  my  temporary  appointment. 

As  will  be  recalled,  the  use  of  private  slaughter-houses  for 
the  slaughter  of  animals  for  human  food  was  allowed  to 
continue  from  the  1st  day  of  July,  1954. 

The  existing  slaughterhouses  were  surveyed  and  the 
required  work  and  alterations  carried  out  to  comply  with 
the  regulations,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  the  premises  used 
and  the  efficiency  of  the  slaughter-men  licensed  by  this 
Council,  now  compare  favourably  with  any  district  in  the 
County.  It  will  be  noted  from  figures  given  later,  that  the 
number  of  casualty  animals  is  very  small  indeed,  taking  into 
account  the  fact  that  this  Urban  District  is  situated  in  the 
centre  of  a  very  large  agricultural  area. 

The  question  of  dealing  with  casualties  sent  in  to  Market 
Rasen  for  emergency  slaughter,  has  resolved  itself.  A 
casualty  may  be  notified  at  any  of  the  slaughterhouses  in 
the  District  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  is  the  best 
way  out  of  the  difficulty. 

A  building  has  been  erected  at  Messrs.  Lancaster’s, 
Queen  Street  for  the  preparation  of  food  products  which  is 
a  credit  to  the  town.  Most  of  the  building  materials  taken 
from  the  demolished  houses  in  Paradise  Row  were  utilised 
and  modern  equipment  and  lighting  installed.  New  and 
up-to-date  lairage  have  been  erected  at  Messrs.  Cottinghams, 
Parrotts  and  Cockings  and  further  improvements  are  in 
hand. 

With  regard  to  Housing  in  the  district,  I  feel  there  is  a 
great  need  for  the  provisions  of  the  1936  Housing  Act  to  be 
carried  out,  dealing  with  the  serious  problem  of  maintenance 
repairs  in  the  type  of  dwellings  occupied  by  persons  of  the 
working  classes,  and  70  or  80%  of  this  could  be  done  on 
informal  notice. 

I  am,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CHRISTOPHER  KING. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 


Number  of  animals  killed  : — 192  Bullocks  and  Heifers, 
7  Cows,  1  Calf,  439  sheep,  504  Pigs. 

Numbers  of  animals  inspected: — 1,143  or  100%. 

Each  animal  is  notified  according  to  the  regulations 
and  ante-mortem  examination  carried  out  when  possible. 
There  are  five  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  Most  traders 
have  large  country  rounds  which  accounts  for  the  consider¬ 
able  number  of  animals  dealt  with  in  the  six  months  of  1954. 
Casualties  for  emergency  slaughter. 

7  Beast,  18  Sheep,  14  Pigs.  These  are  included  in 
figures  of  carcases  inspected. 

Condemned  Meat. 

Whole  carcases  (All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis)  1 
Calf,  4  Sheep,  6  Pigs. 

Parts  of  carcases  (All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis) 
21  Cattle,  10  Sheep,  17  Pigs. 

Whole  carcases  (Tuberculosis  only)  1  Beast. 

Part  carcases  (Tuberculosis  only)  9  Beast,  5  Pigs. 

Other  Foods  condemned  : — 

99  lbs.  canned  meats.  43  lbs.  canned  fruits. 

Condemned  meat  is  dyed  and  collected  by  Hossells  Ltd. 
of  Grimsby.  Other  foods  are  incinerated. 

There  are  no  offensive  Trades  or  Knackers  Yards  in  the 
District. 

Shops  Act  1950. 

Number  inspected  56.  Contraventions  remedied  16. 

Nuisances. 

71  Statutory  nuisances  were  dealt  with  informally 
during  the  year. 

Disinfection. 

Rooms  disinfected  after  Tuberculosis  .  .  8 

Rooms  disinfected  (Verminous)  .  .  .  .  2 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Acts. 

Refuse  tips  and  sewers  are  dealt  with  by  the  Council’s 
(Joint)  Rodent  Officer  as  and  when  required. 


Eyre  Printer,  Market  Ha«en 


Summary  of  Work  done  for  the  Year  1954. 

No.  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  defects 

under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  .  .  85 

No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  117 

No.  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  under 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  23 

No.  of  inspections  for  the  purpose  .  .  41 

No.  of  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . .  . .  . .  11 

No.  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered 

fit  on  Informal  Action  . .  . .  .  .  42 

No.  of  dwellinghouses  subject  to  Closing 

Orders  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  2 

No.  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  on 

Informal  Action  .  .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Moveable  dwellings,  tents,  vans,  etc. 

No.  of  site  licences  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

No.  of  individual  licences  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

No.  of  inspections  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  6 

No.  of  contraventions  remedied  .  .  .  .  2 

Food  premises 

Bakehouses 

No.  in  district 
No.  of  inspections 

Milk  Supplies 

No.  of  distributors 
m  No.  of  inspections 


Ice  Cream 

No.  of  premises  licensed  .  .  . .  . .  13 

No.  of  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  69 

Contraventions  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Meat  Products 

No.  of  premises  licensed  . .  . .  . .  7 

No.  of  inspections  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  168 

Contraventions  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 


